
PURSUING THE ETERNAL PERMENANCE OF LOVE 

A Sermon on 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

by: Pastor Nick Wilson 

 

1. Introduction 

a. [Opening illustration: total eclipse] - the sun’s diameter is approximately 400x 

greater than the moon, yet on August 21st of this year, the moon appeared to 

totally cover the sun for a little over a minute in certain parts of the US. 

b. FCF Overlap/transition: Like a total solar eclipse, where something small is made 

to appear larger than and conceals that which is greater, the Christians in Corinth 

elevated certain spiritual gifts so much that they eclipsed the whole reason those 

gifts were bestowed: love. All of us have the propensity to prize the temporary 

more than the eternal. All of us are very good at making God’s gifts more 

significant than the reason for which they were given in the first place. 

c. In these verses (8-13) we see Paul advance his argument from describing the 

qualities of biblical love to illustrating its permanence and priority in the Christian 

life. [Read verses 8-13]1 

d. Proposition: Because of its eternal permanence, Christians should prioritize and 

pursue biblical love. 

 

2. What God tells us about biblical love in 1 Cor. 13:8-13 

 

a. What it means to love someone: its definition  

i. World’s definition: Having an intense feeling of deep affection towards 

someone that seeks that individual’s personal happiness. 

1. Passive (having) 

2. Emphasizes feelings (intense feeling of deep affection) 

a. Commitment must be an essential aspect of love 

b. Feeling without commitment is fickle 

                                                 
1 Kurt Aland and Barbara Aland, et al., Novum Testamentum Graece: Nestle-Aland, 28th 

Revised ed. edition. (Stuttgart: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 2012), 1 Co 13:8-13. 
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3. Man-centered (personal) 

ii. God’s definition [Read vv. 1-8]: Maintaining an abiding affection towards 

someone that seeks that individual’s eternal happiness. 

1. Active (maintaining) 

2. Emphasizes commitment (abiding) 

a. Affection is still a necessary aspect of love2 

b. Commitment without feeling is drudgery 

c. Implication: love is a choice 

3. God-centered (eternal) 

iii. Romantic love is more than this definition but NOT less than it. 

 

b. Why we should prioritize love: its permanence  [Read vv. 8-12] 

i. Having laid out essential qualities of love in verses 4-7, Paul concludes in 

the beginning of verse 8 with the most essential aspect of love for his 

argument: its permanence. “Love never fails” 

1. “Fails/falls” – carries with it the idea of a leaf that falls from a 

tree.3 In this sense; love never degenerates; love never falls apart. 

Rather, it endures 

a. Paul goes on to illustrate this point by comparing the 

permanence of love to the transience of revelatory mediums 

vis-à-vis… 

i. Spiritual gifts (8b-10) – they will “pass away.” 

Certainly Paul is talking about a ceasing of these 

spiritual gifts but it’s clear from the context (…but 

then face to face) that the ceasing happens at the 

end of the eschaton. 

                                                 
2 John Piper, “Love Is More Than a Choice,” Desiring God, June 18, 2013, 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/love-is-more-than-a-choice. 

 
3 Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, ed. I. Howard Marshall and 

Donald A. Hagner, The New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2000), 1060. 
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ii. Childhood/adulthood (11) – a maturing happens 

with the gifts such that they are done away with that 

does not happen with love. In other words, the 

mediums of revelation will mature into true sight. 

iii. A mirror (12) – “mirror” from Greek word 

“anigma” and comes from Num. 12:6-8 (LXX), 

“With [Moses] I speak face to face – clearly, not in 

riddles (an anigma).” At the end of the age, there 

will be no need for revelatory mediums because 

revelation will be direct.4 

b. Even good gifts from God, in this case the spiritual gifts 

which bring revelation, will never outlive biblical love 

c. Why?  

i. God’s good gifts (revelatory mediums) are the 

byproduct of the fall. All revelation is delivered 

through a “dim mirror” precisely because we are 

fallen human beings who do not deserve nor are 

able to fully grasp the fullness of God. 

ii. Love, on the other hand exists eternally. It existed 

in among the Godhead in eternity past. It has been 

demonstrated to us in Jesus now. And it will be 

enjoyed in eternity future when we have no need for 

revelatory mediums since we’ll see God face to 

face! Biblical love was, is, and will always be 

direct! 

d. [Illustration: planned obsolescence in technology] 

e. [Application]: however you feel about planned 

obsolescence in technology, the point of planned 

obsolescence in the spiritual gifts (and any other temporal 

                                                 
4 David E. Garland, 1 Corinthians, BECNT, (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003), 

625. 
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gift God bestows) is that we keep the main thing the main 

thing: LOVE. What temporal things are keeping you from 

loving others well? 

i. Technology 

ii. Food/diet 

iii. Personal peace/convenience 

iv. Your work 

v. Sports 

vi. House chores 

 

c. Why we should pursue love: its greatness (v. 13) 

i. The triad of “faith, hope, and love” is used elsewhere by Paul (Rom. 5:1-5; 

Gal. 5:5-6; Col. 1:4-5; 1 Thes. 1:3; 5:8; Eph. 4:2-5; Titus 2:2) 

ii. Understandably, they are prominent virtues of the Christian life 

1. Faith – “the ground on which we stand” 

2. Hope – “reaching out for something to come” 

3. Love – “just being there and acting”5 

iii. How is “love” the greatest? 

1. All three remain, yet love remains in a greater (superlative) way 

than the other two virtues 

2. Where faith and hope remain (in contrast to the gifts) for eternity, 

their form changes. Faith => sight (“It is Well” Lord, haste the day 

when my faith shall be sight”); Hope => realized (that for which 

we reach out for will be ours) 

3. Love, however, “abides forever in the form in which Christ and 

the cross has revealed it.”6 Love doesn’t change because God 

doesn’t change (1 John 4:8). There will never be a time when love 

doesn’t look like pursuing another’s eternal happiness! 

                                                 
5 Emil Brunner, Faith, Hope and Love, 1st Ed. (The Westminster Press, 1956), 61. 

 
6 Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, 1074. 
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3. How we prioritize and pursue love now?7 

 

a. Ponder God’s love for you 

i. How has God modeled love towards you? Was God’s love towards you 

predicated on your loveability? God’s love is clearly demonstrated by the 

depth of his commitment to intentionally disclosing himself as merciful 

and acting for your eternal good. 

1. “The LORD your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He 

will exult over you with joy, he will quiet you with His love, He 

will rejoice over you with shouts of joy” (Zeph. 3:17). 

2. “But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).  

b. Pray for help – you can’t do it on your own! 

i. Ask God to help you identify the temporal things that are getting in the 

way of prioritizing love in your own life 

ii. Ask God to help you identify the people and the ways you can help those 

people find their eternal happiness in God 

iii. Homework (in worship handouts): 2 people, 1 inside the church, 1 outside 

the church, 1 hard to love person 

c. Pursue the obedience of love 

i. NOT as an effort to receive more of God’s love but as the overflow of the 

abundance of love God has already shown you in Jesus.  

ii. The people who love the least are those who have, themselves, 

experienced the least amount of love (see Matt. 18: 24ff.).  

iii. Christians, no matter our background, we have no good reason not 

prioritize and pursue biblical love! 

 

4. Transition to communion 

                                                 
7 Application points taken from Tyrone Spenst, “The Edifying Beauty of Love,” August 

27, 2017, http://www.trinityefree.com/files/1%20Cor%2013.4-7.pdf, 4. 
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a. [Read Romans 5:6-11] 

b. Communion: 

i. Acknowledges our weakness (Rom. 5:6) 

ii. Celebrates God’s love towards us in Jesus (5:8) 

iii. Anticipates the passing of the partial and the seeing of our savior face to 

face (1 Cor. 11:26; 13:12) 


